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BIRDS. 





HAVING in the course of my Zoologiéal 
Lectures, given a slight general description of 
Birds, I prefix it, without any material altera- 
tion, to the present volume. 

In Birds the skeleton or bony frame of the 
animal is, in general, of a lighter nature than 
in Quadrupeds, and is calenlated for the 
power of flight: the spine ver back bone is 
immoveable, but the tieck lerigthened and 
flexible: the breast-bone very large, with a 
prominent keel down the middle, and formed 
for the attachment of very strong muscles: 
the bones of the wings are analogous tehose 
of the fore-legs in quadrupeds, but, the ter- 
mination is in three joints or fingers. Only, of 
which the exterior one is very short. What 
are commonly called the “legs are analogous 
to the hind-legs in quadrupeds, and they 
terminate, in general, in four toes, three of 


iv PREFACE. 


which are commonly direeted forwards, and 
one backwards; but in some birds there are 
only two toes, and in some only three. All 
the bones in birds are much lighter, or fur- 
nished with a larger cavity than in qua- 
drupeds. 

With respect to the definition of a Bird, 
as absolutely distinguished from all other 
animals, it would be sufficient to say, accord- 
ing to the old mode, that a Bird is a two- 
footed, feathered animal. The, power of 
flight need not enter into the definition ; for — 
there are many birds which are perfectly 
destitute of the power of flight; as the 
Ostrich, the Cassowary, all the Penguins, and 
some other birds. The feathers with which 
- birds are covered aré analogous in their na- 
ture to the hair of quadrupeds, being com- 
posed of a similar substance appearing in a 
dissimilar form. Beneath or under the com- 
mon feathers or general plumage the skin in 
birds is immediately covered with a much 
finer or softer feathery substance, called down. 
The external or common feathers are called 
by different names‘on different parts of the 
animal. The longest of the wing-feathers, 
which are generally ten in number in each 
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wing, are called the first or great quills, (in 
the Linnzan phrase remiges primores, as being 
the chief oars or guiders as it wére.)’ The 
feathers constituting the middle part of the 
wing ar& called the secondaries or second 
quills, (remiges secundarit of Linneeus,) and 
are more numerous than the first’ the feathers 
descending along each side of the back are 
called the scapular feathers: the small feathers 
covering the shoulders are called the smaller 
wing-coverts, (¢ectrices minores :) the next series 
to these are called the larger wing-coverts, 
(tectrices secundarie or majores,) and at the 
edge of the shoulder are a few rather strong 
and slightly lengthened feathers, constituting 
what is called the false or spurious wing; the 
alula or alulet of some ornithologists. The 
tail, in most birds, consists of twelve feathers; 
in some of ten only; and in some others of 
eighteen, twenty, or twenty-four. Sometimes 
on each side the tail, or above it, at the lower 
part of the back, are placed several very long 
' feathers of a different structure from the rest: 
these have been called the hypochondrial and. 
uropygial feathers. The above are the princi- 
pal distributions of the feathers on a bird. 
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With respect to the particular shape of the 
feathers themselves, they vary greatly-in the 
different tribes. 

The particulars most important in the com- 
parative anatomy of birds are these. The 
heart is furnished with tWo cavities, or, in the 
language of “anatomists, is bilocular, and the 
general course of the circulation is carried on 
as in quadrupeds. The lungs are very large, 
affixed to the back ‘part of the cavity of the 
breast, and are furnished with several external 
orifices, by which the air they cohtain is at 
pleasure communicated to other parts of the 
frame. The throat, after passing down to a 
certain distance, dilates into a large mem- 
branaceous bag, answering to the stomach in 
quadrupeds: it is cajled the crop, and its 
great use is to soften the food taken into it, 
in order to prepare it for passing into another 
stronger receptacle called the gizzard: this, 
which may be considered as a more powerful 
stomach than the former, consists of two very 
strong muscles, lined and covered with a 
stout tendinous coat, and furrowed on the 
inside: in this receptacle the food is com- 
pletely ground, and reduced to a pulp: in 
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the predaceous birds or Accipitres the gizzard 
is wanting; the stomach’ being more allied to 
that of quadrupeds. 

Birds, as every one knows, are oviparous 
animals, always producing eggs, from which 
the young are afterwards excluded. The pro- 
cess of the young in the egg, ftom the time 
of its first production to that of its complete 
formation, is extremely curious and interest- 
ing, and may be found detailed with suf- 
ficient exactness in the works of Malpighi, 
Buffon, Monro, and others. I shall only ob- 
serve on this subject, that'the first appearance 
of the yoting, as an organized body, begins to 
be visible in six hours after the egg has been 
placed in a proper degree of heat; and a 
particular highly wortby of attention is, that 
the chick or young bird, when arrived at its 
full size, and ready for hatching, is by Nature 
provided with a smull, hard, calcareous pro-. 
tuberance at the point or tip of the bill, by 
which it is enabled the more readily to break 
the shell, and which falls off some hours after 
hatching. So careful has Nature been, and 
so accurately has every circumstance attend- 
ing the process been foreseen and provided 
for! * 
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Birds are divided by Linneus into six 
Orders or Assortments, viz. 

1. Accipitres or Predacious Birds, such as 
Vultures, Eagles, Hawks, Owls, and some 
others. 

2. Pice or Pies, containing all the birds of 
the Crow ahd Jay kind, the Parrots, the 
Woodpeckers, the Kingfishers, and a great 
variety of others. 

8. Passeres or Passerine Birds, comprising 
the Pigeons, the Thrushes, the Larks, and all 
the Finches or small-birds in general, either 
with thick or slender bills. | 

4. Galline or Gallinaceous Birds, or such 
as are more or less allied to the common do- 
mestic Fowl, and consequently containing 
‘the Pheasant and Partridge tribe, the Pea- 
cock, Turkey, and several other birds. 

5. Gralle or Waders, consisting of all the 
Heron tribe, the Curlews, the Plovers, aad 
other numerous tribes which have lengthened 
legs, and chiefly frequent watery situations. 

6. Anseres or Web-footed Birds, as the 
Swan, Goose, and Duck tribe, the Gulls, the 
Penguins, and many others. 

Out of these six Linnzean Orders~-some 
orhithologists Have instituted a few others, in 
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order to give a greater degree of clearness 
and precision to the arrarigement of birds; 
but they cannot be considered as absolutely 
necessary. ‘Thus the Pigeons have been 
sometimes *eansidered as properly forming a 
distinct order of birds, under the title of 
Columba or the Columbine Birds,*instead of 
being ranked among the Passeres of Linnzeus ; 
and the Ostrich, Cassowary, and Dodo have 
been supposed to-constitute an order called 
the Struthious Order, instead of ranking either 
among the Gralle or Galling of Linneus. 

In the course of the present publication, 
though thé general tenor of the Linnean 
and Lathamian divisions will be pursued, 
yet several variations and transpositions will 
occasionally take place. 





N. B. Wherever a marked line occurs on 


the plates, it signifies the twelfth part’of the 
length of the bird. 
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VULTUR. VULTURE. - 
Generic. Character. | 


Rostrum rectum, apice a-{{ Bill strait, hooked at the 
duncum, basi cute tec-|} tip, and covered aft the 


tum. "base by a cere or skin. 
Caput plerisque impenne, || Head, in most species, bare 
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Collum retractile. Neck retractile. 
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dice incurvatis. — ‘IL Tycrooked claws. 
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By this highly interesting specimen we are en- 
blec | to ascertain with preciSion many particulars 
e to the appearance of the bird which have 
escaped observation. Of these one of 
remarkable is a kind of gular pouch or 
ated skin, of a blueish colour, proceeding 
of the lower mandible, and reaching 
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~~ MONK VULTURE. 
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MONK VULTURE. ~* 


Vulture they are yellowish or whitish; 
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ity harmevet:oe-Mr=Lathuasbes observed in his 
a. 4 pee er those of a 
Te» erage Ee Ti : by 
ts length is about oes feet four inches, and. its 
ou white or pale cinereous, crossed with very 
erous’ blackish lines or narrow dars; but the 
~ wings are brown, except some of the larger quill--° 
feathers, which are black, and some of the seconda-~ 
ries, which are ‘coloured like the back, and -haye. 
black tips: the tail is also of the same appearance, 
and is tipped by a broad black bar, and onithe 
lower part of the beWy is a broad black zone: the 
bill is brown, the cere or naked part, whieh:ex- 
tends beyond the eyes, is orange-coloured, and 
slightly besprinkled with a kind of setaceous down, 
which is continued to a little distance under the 
throat: the top of the head is. black, with the 
feathers somewhat lengthened, so as to form: 
_slight crest: the legs and feet are yellow, «This 
bird is finely figured in Mr. Miller's miscellaneous 
plates of Natural History, It is a native of Terra 
del Fuego, and is introduced, as.an accompaniment 
to the scenery of Christmas Sound in the 
second om: of evens oie: eras bene 
p. 184, Li) - 
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AFRICAN SNAKE-EATER 
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4 | ABRICAN SNAKE-EATER. 


Eater is)that of, Monsieur Leyaillant, who, dusicg 
his African travels, had the opportunity o of contem- 
plating it in its: native regions.) Its syze, ye i:- - 
forms us, is somewhat inferior to that of «a Sterk, 
the beak strong, and curved like that of an Eagle ; 


” the base of thejbeak, and the eyes, #resurrounded — 


by a bare orange-coioured skin: the mouth, iy’ 
wide, the gape or opening» passing»beyéi? +he 
eyes; which are grey, and ornamented by black 
brows: on the back of the head is a)pendentcrest, 
formed of ten feathers, the lowest of which are the 
longest: the legs ate very long, and the fail is 
composed of feathers which lengthen on each side, 
the two-middle ones being twice the length of the 
rest. The colour of the bird in its perfect plumage 
is a blueish grey on the head, neck, breast and 
back: the coverts of the wings are of the same 
colour, but clouded with rufous brown, and th 
quill-feathers are black: the throat and breast are 
white; the inferior tail-coverts very pale rufous; 
the lower belly black, mixed or streaked ‘with 
rufous; the thighs black, very finely streaked with’ 
brown: the tail-feathers are partly black, but be- 
come more grey as they lengthen, and are ‘tipped 
with white: the two middle-feathers: are of a 
blueish grey, clouded with brown towards the end; 
which ijwhite with’a black spot. The ‘female’ 
differs from the male by its grey colour, less clouded 
with brown; by its shorter crest; RA par 
ow the belly and thighs being niore 

lastly, by the two middle tail-feathers, — 


shorter than inthe male. The shin ofthe 
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eck of this bird arecapable of great extension, — ¢ 
and the\shoulders are each armed 


rounded, bpny protuberancesy which enable it to’ 
wage successful war against snakes, which'it Con 
stantly persecutes. It also feeds on young tor-" » 
’ toises, lizards, xe. and occasionallyon lotusts and) | > 
r auanees In the craw of one examined by 
r Levaillant were found twenty-one young — 
tortoises, several of which were ‘nearly two inches” 
indiameter; three snakes of the length of a man's” 
arm, and an inch thick; and eleven lizards of seven — 
or eight inches in length; antl in the stomach, 
which was very large, was aball.of the size of a~ 
goose-egg, formed entirely of the vertebrae of) 
snakes and lizards, the scales of tortoises, the wing- 
shells of various beetles, andthe wings and legs of 
locusts... ul be  Prewep ted) ea ie/ 
The Saieheenatiaalas an inhabitant of vdty-open 
plains in the lower parts of Africas’ It is found 
about the Cape of Good Hope, and in the country” 
of the Caffres and Namaquas,- Being~almest | 
always. obliged to rom: in pursuit of its’prey, it = 
makes but little use of its power of flight. It — 
frequently kills, or at least totally disables a snake 
with a’single stroke of its wing, by breaking the 
vertebrae. In its natural state it is extremely” 
wild, and very difficultly approached.» ‘Ife male _ 
and female rarely quit each other. ‘Those-which- 







frequent the neighbourhood of the Cape construct 

avery “nest. or eyryom the top of some» 

high and. line it with wool and feathers; 
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7ingsepleriea ae oe a. Tr i “2 most species, 
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Tine oe genus differ from the Vultures 
in having a less elongated beak, very strong, 
curved, and generally furnished on each side, 


towards the tip, with a kind of tooth or process. 
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They prey, in general, on liying animals, unless: 


compelled by hunger. The species are extremely 
numerous, and are observed to vary considerably 
in their plumage according to age and other cir- 


cumstances. The males are smaller than the 


females. The genus may be considered as -con- 


stituting five tribes or families, viz. Eagles, — < 


Kites, Buzzards, and Hawks. 
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" Faleo’ Harpya. | F. Srp be ny ae 
“Y occipital: bifida, rostro nigro,\pedibus flavis.. 0, 


yatiegated with black and grey; ber~at! white 5 i with f 


bifid occipital erest, black beak, and yellow le “ 


“Wuttur Harpya. Lin. Syst, Nat. . ie i pers 
Falco Harpya.'' Lath. ind. orn, |) ode » Net iW 
se yt Pe dite RK Brisson i. dod inn bows 


*"'Turs bird, which appears. to ‘be: as yet" bb im: 
perfectly known to naturalists, is a native of South 
America, and particularly of Brasil. It seems in 
some degree doubtful \ whether it should be con- 
sidered as an Eagle or a Vulture, and has accord- 
ingly been differently ‘arranged by authors, as may 
be'perceived from a consultation of the synonyms 
following the specific character. Its size: is said 
to bé that of a Sheép, and its colour black above, 
with paler variegations, and white’ beneath: # . 
tail black, with brown bars; the bill black, an 
the legs yellow: the head is covered. with tas 
and is of a blu isht brown, colour, the hind d part 
being furnis ha lengthened, b es ‘cre: Any 
which it frequently elevates. It i is ‘of a by 
ferocious nature, preying on various ani 
is sdid to be able to cleave a man's 


single stroke of his beak. 
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varied plumage, and commanding attitudes. Its 
) tern tecture 
ig furnished with ‘a crest, in form of a 


bie+ trils tsrger and beset with Fairs inact 
eet: bill: sha oe ne ee and | 
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and not greatly cfirved: exten, 


and feathered for! ehrée quarts UP-4heit 

the tail rounded, and” mi pete mpey = than 

the Wings.’ ‘Wative of ‘Caffraria; where however it 

is somewhat »rare, feeding principally on carrion 
\ or carcasses, but’ will’ attack sheep, arid devour 


thar ‘on’ tie’ spot: we chert. catr of wold 
ed vt Poe YOradh tion. « rr bwugkh. 
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Tuis species is described by Mr. Bruce in the 
appendix to his travels: Mr. Bruce calls it by 
the name of Nisser Tokoor or Black Eagle. “He 
Was altogether, says Mr. Bruce, of @ dark brown, 
orchesnut, leading to black. The whole length, 
from the extremity of the tail to the nose, was two 
feet four‘inches: the breadth, from wing to wing, 
four fee six inches. He was very lean, and wei hed 
hs tetas five pounds: ‘the fourth feather 

after the largest, was white: the feathers 
arnt -sidé of his tail were of a blueish brown, 4 
White, ‘and those of the upper side * e 
k and white alternately’: his ee 
red with ‘feathers, ‘so were 
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‘darker than 
‘ridge.in the 
upper part, and the tipsof some of the enyert- 
feathers of-the wings are white: the tail is of a 
brown colour, barred across } ith black, and on 
its under side appears of a nd light ash- 
colour: the breast is of a, reddish brown, with 
large transverse black spots on its sides : the belly 
and covert-feathers under the tail, are white, 
spotted with black: -the-thighs and legs, down to 
the feet, are covered with white feathers, beautifully 


“vt 


spotted with ‘round black spots: the feet and claws 


are very strong: e feet are covered with. scales 
of a bright oran : the clays are’ black : 
it raises the feathers on the hindér part ‘of the 
head in ‘the form of a a crest or crown, from which 
it takes its name, os 
The Crowned Eagle is a nate of Agica, and i is 
said to.be principally seenin Guinea. 
“ma ——— 
iat ee SUA EAGLE. 
Falco “zonuras. Fr niger, caude zona xed segue als 
~*° gccipite suberistato, pedibus flavis. 
re Eagle, with the middle zone and tip thd ei whit, the 
| hind-head slightly crested, and yellow legs.) 
in Uist denim Sean a) ee 
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the tail white from the base, then crossed by a 
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~ \RING-TAILED EAGEE. 073 
"what he had: >rocured;, before it was bronght to 
i iving the: increased: surprise. of 


them that‘in the mountain- 
that district ‘the ee were ac- 





with, ladders and grappling-irons. The peasants 
however, when they have discovered a nest, raise'a 
little hut at the foot of a rock, in which they screen 
hhemselves from the fury of the birds when they 
sourek provision to their young, which the male 
carefully nourishes for the space of three monthis, 
and the female continues the employment till the 
young are capable of quitting the eyry. While 
the young continue in the eyry, the parents 
ravage all the country, and convey to the nest 
Capons, Chickens, Ducks, Lambs, Kids, Pigs, &c 
but the fields and woods supply them with the 
choicest game, forfrom thence they seize Pheasants, 
» Partridges, Woodcocks, Wild-Ducks, Hares, and 
young Fawns. » When therefore the shepherds per- 
ceive that the Eagles have left the eyry, they plant 
~ © their ladders, climb the rocks, and carry off what 
the Eagles have conveyed to the young; leaving 
‘instead the entrails of animals or other offal; but 
_as this cannot be done so expeditiously as to pre- 
went the young Eagles from devouring @ part of 
» what has been “brought them, it follows that it is 
generally mutilated; in recompence however for 
. this disadvantage, ‘it has a ee, than 
a markets can rd. He added, 
os he young Eagle has acquired strength 


— s< a 
ee 








GOLDEN FKAGLE 


faerie oS ee Cor $ 
Chrysietos. Lin. Syst. Nat, a es 
it. Z 


Golde Eagle. Will. orn. p. 58. Penn, Br 
Aigle. ‘cn 

* L’Aigle doré, Briss. av. 1 
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"~~ cINEREous EAGLE, 
‘s Albicula*. *. fusco-cinereus, whic colloque canis, caude 
alba,” 
own-Cinereous Eagle, with | grey head and heck, afid white 
etapa! 
-Vultur Albiulla, Lin. Syst, Nat. 
The Pygarg or White-tailed Eagle. Will. orn. p. 61. 
A Seapets Bere ripe tt 
fir doko 
In size equal or Seay acute the Black Eagle, E 
Native of Europe as far North as Iceland atid 
Lapmark, and is‘common in Greenland, but ac 
cording to Pennant,does not proceed into America, 
strictly so called, unless it should vary into the 
White-headed Eagle, to which it has great affinity, — 
and in particular, in its feeding so much on fish. 
It is said to inhabit Greenland the whole year, 
making its nest on lofty clifls with twigs; lining 
the middle with mosses and feathers, and’ laying 
wwo-eggs. It is found in Scotland and in the 
» The beak, cere, and rides are of a very pale 
yellows, the space between that and the eyes bare, 
and of ‘a blueish colour: the head and neck pale 
ash-colour: a oieaaaner cinereous, clouded 
athers very dark: the tail 
| but little below the 
yellow. “The male is of 
darker olor than the femal Fe WL sh 
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OSPREY FAGLE.” — 


Falco Haliztus. F. supra fuscus, subtus albus, cupite albido, cera 

pedibusque caruleis. 

‘Brown Eagle, white beneath, with whitish head, and blue cere 

and legs. 
» Falco Halictus. Lin, Syst. Nat. | 

Halietus. _ Aldrov. ?. 188.  Morphnos, p. 211, 

The Bald Buzzard. Will. orn. p, 6g. 

Balbuzardus Anglorum, Bald Buzzard, or Sea Eagle. Rais 

mn. 

oak: Penn, Brit. Zool. Lath. syn. 

Le Balbuzard, Buffsois. 

Tue names of this and the preceding species, to 
use an expression of Sir Thomas Brown, present a 
puzzling homonymy; both being called by differ- 
ent writers by the name of Osprey and Sea Eagle. 
Its size is much inferior to that, of the Falco 
Ossifragus, and its proportions more approach. to 
those of the  Faltéimeibe. Its general length 
seems to be about two ict. female observed 
by Mr. Pennant..measured 1.;epty-three , inches 
in length, and five feet four,inches ii breaarhe 
The bill is black, with a blue. cere: the rides 
yellow: most of the feathers of the head brown 
with white margins: the hind-head, throat, and 
neck white, with very little mixture of brown: 
on each side the neck, beginning from beneath the 
eye, is a band of brown, reaching almost. to) the 
shoulders: the body is brown. above, and white 
beneath: the tail-feathers transversly barred. witl; 


white on the inner webs; the two middle feathers 
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being plain brown: the legs are naked, short, | 
L sronaee of a*blueish colour, and the claws 
remarkably large, hooked, and black. This bird 
is well figured in the folio edition of the British 
Zoology, which figure is repeated, on a smaller 
scale, in the Faunula, annexed by Mr, Pennant. oa 
to Mr. Lightfoot’s Fora Scotica. ~| 

.The Osprey frequents rivers, lakes, and the sea ‘ 
shores, preying on fish, which it plunges after 
into the water with great rapidity, and bringing 
them up in its talons, retires to a small di nce 
to devour them, It also preys occasional ly ‘on 
water-fowl, &c. 7 

In the Arctic Zoology it is observed that the 
American Osprey perfectly resembles the Euro- 
pean. Notwithstanding it is so persecuted by 
the White-Headed Eagle, yet it always keeps near 
its haunts. It is a ‘species of vast’ quickness of 
sight; and will see a fish ‘near the surface from a 
‘great distance ; then, 
rapidity, carries the 
high in the 












Eagle pursues, and attacks “4 


“aie Osprey, which often drops the fish, and the 
Eagle seizes it before it reaches the ground. It 


sometimes happens that the Osprey perishes in — | 
| seizing its prey; for if it chances to fix its talons 





onan over-grown fish, it is drawn under water = *_ 
Fa = a ane aT is drowned. 
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ROUGH-FOOTED EAGLE. 
' pa 
Falco nxvius. F. cera iridibus pedibusque lanatis luteis, corpore 
ferrugineo, rectricibus basi apiceque albis. Lath. ind. orn. ~ 
Ferruginous Eagle, with cere, irides, and feathered legs yellow, 
’~ and tail white at the base and tip. 
Le Petit Aigle. Buff. ois. ~ 
» L’Aigle tacheté. Briss. av. 
Rough-Footed Eagle. Lath. syn. 


»Descrieep by Brisson and others as of the size of 
a large Cock: length two feet seven inches and a 
half: ‘cere and irides yellow: general colour dull 
ferruginous, the wings beneath and the thighs 
spotted with white: under tail-coverts white: legs 
covered to the toes with dull ferruginous feathers 
spotted with white: feet yellow; claws black. 
Inhabits Europe, and is said to prey ‘chiefly on 
rats, Brisson supposes it to be the MMorphno 
congener of Aldro¢amaas, but Mr. Latham applies 
that synonym to a different. species. . 
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MOGILNIK EAGLE. 


Falco Mopgilnik. F. fusco-ferrugineus, dorso albo variato, rostro , 
nigro, cruribus lanatis, pedibus flavis. 
Brown-ferruginous Eagle, with the back varied with white, 
the legs feathered, and the feet yellow. 
Falco Mogilnik, S. G. Gmelin. nov. comm, petrop. 15.t. 11, B, 
Russian Eagle. Lath, synops. 
_Le Mogilnik. Sonnini Buff: 


Leneorn two feet three inches: plumage dusky 
ferruginous, or dark, with the back slightly varied 
by ans intermixture of white: wings spotted or 
varied beneath with white: tail black, with a few 
grey bars, and tipped with ferruginous: legs fea- 
thered to the toes, which are yellow: bill black: 
Inhabits the midst of the deserts which border the 
river Tanais, and often seen about the environs of 
the town of Tschercask. Ite --anners are not those 
ofthe nobler Eagles, f ding principally on field~ 
mice, small birds. ®.c. ai 
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OWNED EAGLE. 


= Poa, Se rare in other parts ss 
- Europe: It feeds in the manner'of the 
‘on mice, ‘frogs, &e. and makes its nest aaa 
ground, amoung heath, broom, farze, &e. and 
Loo ile rarely, on be trees. Tt lays’ 
lly three eggs, of a grey Jour. *The 
female is almost entirely greys 
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~T Falco L 08. Pe oe 
__ carpore nebuloso-fu meen geraels rigpemngelore 
alba. n a oo 
Eagle with. cinereous, cere, fi whitish legs, body 
a gn the thi Mabe relate en 
spot on the head. 
Fale’ hos, Pall, reise. 1. p 454. 
: o 1e Eagle Lath, syn, é be 
x Ye tee ee ae ee he on. 


‘Tints species is déscribed sect travel ofa! 
Pallas, who discovered it in the southern parts of — 
jay ee ee ee ey, tt 

/it bears some put the lin 
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sight in Forder sine wage Oe oti aT” 
etic view. It principally preys on young 
_ chickens, ducks, goslings, &e, and isin consequence . 
a proscribed by the universal voice of every village 
~ in the country. Were it not for these depredations 
* its appearance would) be welcomed as the har- \ 
| binger of clear skies and fine weather; for it is in — 
such that it makes ‘its principal excursions. It” 
breeds in large forests, and woodedhilly countries; » 
and its nest is said to be composed of sticks and 
bs twigs, and lined with a~kind of miscellaneous ~ 
assortment of wool, piecés of rope, fragments of 


fer 


flannel, paper, or any other articles which it hap- 
Dew, pesth totind on the ground. It lays-two, and 
ed sometimes three eggs, which are white, roundish, 
and marked with duil-yellow spots, © 
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_ Inthe days of King Henry the eighth, as appears _ 
the observations of the celebrated Clusius, 
chu: ) the British metropolis itself swarmed _ 
rith _Which were attracted by. the various. 
ofa thrown into the streets, and were 80 | 
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< wh se" 
Mant ae ‘psio| ys wee ne 
Size equal to that of the Common Kite: colour 
_ “chesnut, the shafts of the wings being black; the 
er rown-chesnut Spotted with “dark brown: 
ie i n, crossed with | black bars, ‘and’ 
be ro legs and’ bi akin ekeias: 
c 
t 
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Swallow-taled Hawk. Cates ve 1. te ee ; 
Tus species i is nimnsivalbe aban: codesaiat 
certainly be considered as one of the most’ beaw=) 
ta bind of Sejpesent ge Its length is about’ 
two feet, and its proportions in the highest degree’ 
elegant : the wings very long and slender, and the! _ 
tail more sharply forked in proportion than ina — 
swallow: the back, wings, and tail are of seh \ 
purplish black, with a gloss of changeable green; _ * 
the head, neck, and-whole under parts, cs sit | 
with the thighs, milk white, in some , 
very slightly tinctured with a cast of = yellow: ie 2 
the insides of the smaller wing- 
at ae are also white: the bill ‘is black, 
small, curyed, “and extremely shi ; 
_ legs shor: nd the th ‘hs covered som 








principally s, which it catches in its flight, 
and iF of Fra Seadas te earcir tye eas otter” 

Sista Gielen salong. tthe: trees: on witch they are 
oe * fixed: at preys aise sin-the arealieg Jind speaene 

=" guguaece mS . 5 } if aos oy 

; 4 _ The Count de Baffon has very properly otecinad, 
3 that this bird shotld rather be considered as a 
native of South'than of North America, since: it 
migrates from the | into the former on. the 







Teast approach of weather. 6.0) \. || nae 

Phe best figuréscf this most elegant species 
f _ hitherto: given is that in Mr. Pennant’s Arctic 

eye ~ Zoology, which yet is scarce sufficiently expressive 

Be _ of its beautiful shape: sen tn 
os 
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Falco Bates. F. Sapir drmellaaiaaeesd oes 
\ ‘nigineoque varius, cera Ate sp ae mee 

De wih eit and fraginon, with Into te psd ss 
\ tail banded with brown. 
Falco Buteo. F., cera pedibusque luteis, conga fac tad ' 

pillido maculis fuscis, Lin, Syst. Nat. 4 

Common Buzzard, or Puttock. J¥ill. orn. Penn. Brit: Zook, 

Tae Buzzard, like st Sci, in. sald katona 
England as to require no very elaboratedescription, + 
Its'size exceeds that of a Kite, the body being of 
a heavier or thicker form: its general length. is 
about one foot eight inches, and its breadth four 
feet and.a half: the bill is lead-colour, the cere and, 
legs-yellow: in colour the Buzzard is apt to vary 
considerably, but is usually of a ferruginous ' 
above, and yellowish white beneath, with large 
longitudinal brown spots and dashes: the middle 
of the back, as in the Kite, is covered merely with 
a thick white down: the larger wing-feathers are — 
blotched internally with dull white and brown 
bars, and the tail is marked with cinereous and (4 
dusky, or feruginous bars that nest the tip being “4 

than the rest. 

The Buzzard is well figured both in the: folio oh 









¥ celeste or three which, according . 
barn tna are sometimes white,’ and some- 
times spotted with “yellow. It is said’ that if thé - 
hen be accidentally killed, the cock Buzzard will 

shaadi Se young. “Ttvis observed 
e the young accompany the old birds fgr 
ei ee time after quitting the nest; a circumstance 
unusual in other birds of prey; which always drive 
Re their young as soon as they can fly. The 
; ard is a yery sluggish and inactive bird, con- 
tinting perched on the same bough for the greatest 
part of the day, arid seldom wandering from its 
accustomed haunt or spot. It feeds on the smalier 
birds, as well as on Rest frogs; rand hain of 
various kinds, - 


pres 
ioe. ASH-COLOURED BUZZARD. 


of an ash-coloured brown above, varied beneath 
with white: tail marked with numerous dusky bars, 

». Native of North America. Perhaps this should 
__ rather be considered as a distinct spécies. 


i _ Rather larger than the Common Buzzard, and 
te 
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| CREAM-COLOURED BUZZARD. ©)" 

Vile ne Atte ad con Br ARC © Anil 


brown preinlr APRRA REPRE A ay 
somewhat irregularly blotched with brown: ‘tail —_ 
rather shorter than in the Common Buzzard; ha 
Native of Jamaica. ee 
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K _ tufous, but the wing-coyerts and ramp nt 
greater quills black, and smaller ash-colourt 4 
| ash-colour: bill black: irides orange. Native of : 
Germany and ‘France, frequenting low grounds, — 
and the banks Bi rivers, and ye apa —* 


yp . Spee ae e -) i, 
i tae a ae fommabsal,: 7. 
& ¢ es BARRED*BREASTED BUZZARD, ie . 


‘Felco linéatus. F. cera pedibusque flavis, corporefuscoferraginea 
be vario, pectore rufo albo fasciato, rectricibue fasciis 
a bis. Lath. ind. orn. ow 
: a 


ferruginous and white, breast rufous wih Shin hee and 
Seer ire se oe 5 age Hizs 
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— 4 . _. HONEY-BUZZARD. 

‘spots, except toward the tip: fore part of the neck 

_ and breast rufous, with black shafts, besides which, , 
both on the breast and belly, are interrupted white 
and pale-ferruginous bars: tail rather short ; deep 
brown, with two narrow bars of dull White. Mr. 
Latham, in his Index ornithologicus, suppo 
this the same with the Red-Shouldered Falcon 
Pennant, described in the Arctic Zoology. If so, 
the bird probably varies much in colour. Mr. 
Pennant describes the smaller wing-coverts as 
ferruginous, spotted with black, and the tail as 
crossed by seven white bands; the bill slender 

' and dusky, and the legs weak. Native of North 
America, 


HONEY-BUZZARD, 


Falco apivorus. F.‘fuscus, alis cinereo fasciatis, subtus albus 
fasciis subferrugineis transversis. 

Brown Buzzard, with cinereous bands on the wings; beneath 
white, with transverse subferruginous bars. 

Falcoapivorus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 

La Bondreé. Buff. ois. 1. p, 208. 

‘Honey-Buzzard, Penn. Brit. Zool. 


Tuts is one of the most elegant of the British 
birds of prey. Its size is that of acommon Buzzard, 
 -owhich it exceeds a few inches in length, on ac- 
‘count of its more slender shape: the plumage 
‘above is dusky brown, the larger quill-feathers 
_ ‘einereous on their exteridr sides, the larger coverts 
s - - : 
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the crown of the.head ash-coloured: the. under 
parts are white, with pretty numerons dusky-fer- 
ruginous transverse bands, consisting of. so many. 
rows of slightly lengthened spots of that colour: 
the tailis of a brown colour, crossed. by two or 


three dusky bands, the spaces between each being 


marked by dusky lines or much narrower. bars: 

the bill and cere-are brown; the legs yellow. — 
This bird however appears to vary.considerably 

in the disposition of its colours, and has been seen 

of an uniform brown both above and below, with — 
an ash-coloured band across the wings: the spots 
on the under parts are also described by some 
authors as longitudinal, but without any mention 

of their being disposed into transverse rows, 

The Honey-Buzzard is considered by Willughby 
asa nondescript species, “ though frequent enough 
with us.” It is however at present regarded as of 
rather rare occurrence in England. “ It builds its 
nest, says Willughby, of small twigs, laying upon 
them wool, and upon the wool its eggs. -We saw 
one that made use of an old Kite’s nest to breed in, 
and that fed its young with the Nymphz of Wasps: 
for in the nest we found the combs of wasp’s nests, 
and in the stomachs of the young the limbs and 
fragments of wasp-maggots. There were in the 
pe etn ones, covered with a white 
down, spotted with black. Their feet were of a, 4 
pale yellow, their bills between the nostrils and 






a 3 Ss " y, 
ey | MOOR RuzzaRp. 
1 theo” “Lizards entire, With their heads 

ad ‘towards the mouth, as if they sought to | 

fe ‘creep ont.” Mr. Willughby adds, that it differs ; 
from the Common Buzzard in having a longer 
tail, an ash-coloured head, the irides of the eyes 
yellow, thicker and shorter feet, and in the broad 
transverse dun beds or strokes in the wings and 
tail, which are about three inches. broad. 

The most expressive figure of this bird is that 
in the folio edition of the British Zoology, 
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MOOR BUZZARD. 


Falco wruginosus. F. fuscus, vertive luteo, cera pedibusque 
fiaris, 

Brown Buzzard, with the crown of the head luteous; the cere 
and legs yellow. 

Smeeeislco eruginosus. F. cera virescente, corpore griseo, vertice 

gula azillis pedibusgte- liteis. Lin, Syst, Nat. 

Moor Buzzard. Will. orn. Penn. Brit. Zool. Lath. syn 

Le Basard. Buf, ois. 1. p,218. pl. 10. Pl, Enl. 424. 


Sizz smaller than that of the Falco apivorus, 
to which it seems extremely allied, but differs in, 
colour, which is a deep subferruginous brown, 
except on the upper part of the head, which is 

distinguished by a large yellow-ferruginous patch, 
fF _ sometimes accompanied with a few seattered spots 
of the same colour on the upper part of the nec 
ie and sometimes even igure: in & continued 
Siteorer the neck end, “ie 
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black, with a yellow ceré; andthe legs are yellow, » 

fong, and slender, This species frequents heaths ne 

and low watery grounds, and preys upon various — 

kinds of water-birds, as young ducks, &c, It also, 

according to Mr. Pennant, is a great destroyer of 
rabbits and fish. It makes its nést, which is said 

to be composed of sticks, dry sedges and leaves, in 

the midst of a tuft of grass or rushes. It is never 

observed to soar, like most other Hawks, but either 

to sit on the ground, or on some low bush. It is 

sometimes seen entirely brown, or without the 

least appearance of pale lutedus on the head, &e. 


VAR? 


This, which is described by Doctor R. Forster 
in the Philosophical Transactions under the name 
of Falco spadiceus or Chocolate Falcon, and by Mr. 
Pennant in the Arctie Zoology -by the same tithes“ 
is, according to Mr. Lathani, no other than a 
variety of the Moor Buzzard, being merely rather 
smaller, and without any spot on the head. It 
should be observed however, that Doctor Forster 
describes it as much less than the European Moor 
Buzzard. The specimen described was sent from ~ 
Hndson’s Bay. Mr. Pennant’s Chocolate-Coloured 
Falcon measures one foot ten inches, and is ofa 
deep bay or chocolate-colour, but with a patch or 
speculum of pure white ou the wings, ee 
the lower exterior side of the greater quill 
A farther variety has been mentioned 
Latham under the title of Placentia Falcon, 
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‘Falco palumbarius, F. os 
albus lineis transversis fu 
Brown Falcon with w) 
with transverse 
Falco palumbagg 
corpore fis 
Syst. J 
Accipit 
L' Auto 
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 beneathwhite, marked with numerot 
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distant, dusky Se the*bil t bincis, any has 
"yellow, and the feet furnished with very strong 
or particularly on the back toe. The whole 
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cach to the end of the tail. Like some 
e Falcon tribe, *the Goshawk is sometimes st 

entirely white, and sometimes white, elegantly 
vafied with brown. In both these states it maybe 
distinguished from the white Jerfalcon by the 
greater length of the tail, on which may be also 
distinguished the traces of the distant broad bars — ’ 
which it exhibits in its common or general state. 
The Goshawk is a native of many of the middle 
and northern parts both of Europe and Asia, and 
is found in some parts of our own island; breeding — 
in Scotland on the tops of ote trees, and preying 

on every kind of game, &c 


z VaR, - 
A most beautiful specimen of the Goshawk in 
in its white, or rather in its mixed state, answered 
to the following description, viz. Length * 
two feet: colour white, elegantly varied above — 
with pale brown: the head and neck streaked with | 
longitudinal deep-brown dashes: the breast and — 
under parts marked down the middle of each fea- — J 
ther with a leaf-shaped spot: the bill and feet pale 
yellow, the claws very strong and black, i. 
the hind claw. 
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Falco Gyrfalco, F. fuscus, subalbido variatus,‘subtus albiai# 
maculis fuscis, cauda fasciis numerosis fuscis. 

Brown Falcon with whitish variegations, beneath white with 
brown spots, and tail with numerous brown bars, 

Falco Gyrfalco. J’, cera cwrulea, pedibus lutcis, corpore ‘fusce, 
subtus fasciis cinereis, caude lateribus albis. Lin, Syst, Nat. 

Iceland Falcon. Gent. magaz. vol. 41. p. 207. 

Le Gerfault. Buff. ois. 

Brown Jerfalcon. Lath. synops. 

Jerfault d'Islande. Planches Enluminées 210, 

Jerfault de Norvege. Planches Enluminées 462. 

White Jerfalcon. Penn, Brit. Zool. 

White Jerfalcon. Lath, synops. 

Falco candicans, Lin, Syst, Nat, Gmel. 

Le Gerfault, Briss. vis. 1. p. 370. t. 30, f. 2. 

Gerfault blanc du pays du Nord. Planches Enluminées 446, 


Tuts species, by the almost unanimous consent 
of authors, stands at the head of the Falcons pro- 
perly so called, and is considered as the boldest and 
most beautiful of the tribe. It is a native of the 
northern regions, and is found in its greatest 
perfection in Iceland. In size it equals, and per- 
haps rather exceeds the Goshawk, which it resem- 
bles in its shape, but has longer wings and shorter 
legs in’proportion. Its general colour is brown 
above, in deeper and lighter variegations, and 
whitish beneath, with brown longitudinal spots ; 
those on the neck and thighs, which latter are welt 
covered with long and large feathers, being in the. 
form. of longitudinal streaks, ae sometimes im. 
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: the tail is crossed by numerous 
ghter bands, and the bill and legs are 
eish: it is allowed however by the best informed ~ 
opin that this bird varies infinitely in the i 
icular cast of its colour, which in some exhibits 
a considerable mixture of white in its plumage ;sin — -¢ 
others so much that it might rather be deseribed _ : 
as white with brown variegations, than‘as brown _ 
with white ones; while in others the bird is either . 3 
completely white, or slightly spotted and streaked — “4 
with brown. In these varieties it isalso observed = 
that the bill and legs sometimes vary intowpale — 
yellow, though more commonly pale blue. From — 
these changes in the plumage of the Jerfalcon ri 
seems to have arisen the wonderful discordance _ 
in the descriptions of authors; which haveamounted 
at length to so confused an assemblage of contra- 
dictory characters as almost to set at defiance all 
attempts to reconcile them. The Norwegian and 
Swedish Jerfalcons are brown,*6r of the first de= “ji 
nomination, and seem to constitute ‘the Falko — 
Gyrfalco of Linnzus. The Iceland Jerfalcons are’ * 
those which afford the mixed and white varieties, 
and these have been often distinguished by = 


ry 








_ Jerfalcons in their elegantly mixed ian 
whieh the white greatly prevails, are 
found in Scotland, anda specimen is m 
in the E nae wart Mr. ee tt is 
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nis Ve Ti aac process on=~ 
+ each side, so conspicuous in many of the Accipit 
| © trine tribe; but this I consider as a very uncert m f 
*.. criterion; since in the best and most auth 
figures and descriptions of the Jerfalcon, the notcii 
~ . in the bill-is often very conspicuous; not to men- 
‘tion, that Mr. Pennant in his Arctic Zoology 
expressly describes the upper mandible as “ sharp- 
ly angulated on the dower edges.” 
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Falco Gentilis. F, fuspus, ferrugineo unduiatus, subtus alba- 
flavescens maculis rdatis fuscis, cauda fasciis quatuor 
nigricantibus, 

Brown Falcon with fertuginous unduilations, beneath yellowish- 
white with subcordate brown spots, the tail crossed by four 

- , blackish bars. ‘ 
Falco gentilis. F. c¢re sque flavis, corpore cinereo maculis 
. Suscis, cauda fasciis quattor nigricantibus, Lin, Syst. Nat. 
y Falco montanus? Raié. syn. p. 13. 
Falcon gentle. Will, orn. p. 79. . 
Gentil Falcon. Penn. Brit. Zool. p, 154, pl. 21. Lath. syn. 

” 1. P- 64. ; 

Faucon Gentil. Daudin orn. p.102. “$$. peat 


. ‘Tuis is described as a degree. larger. than the 
de Goshawk; with the head brown-ferruginous, mark- 
_ ed with oblong black spots, the upper part of the 
aie eohy ad avings brown, cock foathmn peed with 

_ ferruginous; the under parts whitish, with brown 
iret oer Gabe. eh 0 Serres eae 
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ird are said to be rather transverse than longitu: 
; the quills dasky, barred on the outer webs 
| black, and om the lower part of the inner webs 
mapked with white: the wings reach to the middle 
of the tail, which is alternately banded with black 
and ash-colour, and tipped with white: the-bill is 
lead-coloured, and the cere yellow: the legs are 
of the same colour, and rather short, the oe 
being well covered with feathers, 
The Count de Buffon supposes this bird to be 
the head or representative of the Common Falcon, 
or in other words, the bird in !ts full plumage and 
perfection, for which reason it has obtained among 
Falconers the title of Falcon Gentil; but it is ob- 
served by a mfore modern ornithologist, Monsieur 
Daudin, that in this particular Baffon was mistaken 
or misinformed ; that the present bird constitutes 
a really distinct species from the Common Falcon, 
though greatly allied to it; and that the Faleongra . . 
call the Common Falcon, wheti in full plumage, 
and completely bred or trained, by the title of 
Falcon Gentil also; so that no stress is to be laid 
on this circumstance. Monsieur Sonnini also, in 
his improved edition of the Count de Buffon’s. 
Natural History, is of the same opinion. “NS 
The Falcon Gentil is figured on the fiftieth plate 
by emer vane atime 
pers een og on the faith of am _ 
etninent ‘Falooner, that the Falcon Gentil is in 
- reality” or. oan a young or — 
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Falco communis. F. fuscus rufo undulatus, cauda 
__. fasciata, pectore abdomineque allidis fusco maculatis. 
Brown Falcon, with rufots undulations, the tail marked by 

dusky bars; the breast end belly whitish, with dusky spots, 

Falco communis. F. rostro cerulescente, cera, iridibus pedi- 

busque luteis, corpore fusco, pennarum margine rufo, rectricibus 
Ffasciis saturatiorijus, Lath, ind. ora, 
Falco conimunis. Lin, Syst. Nat. Gmel, 
j Common Falcon. Lath. syn. 
' Le Faucon, Buf, ois. £1. Enl: 470. 421. 469. 
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Tur standard of representative of ‘the Common 
Falcon is describe@ as of the size 6f a middling 
Hen, and of the length of eighteen inches: the 

_ general colour brown, the feathers having rufous 
edges, and the tail transyersly banded with lighter 
+ anddarker brown: the bill blueish, with a yellow 
cere, and on eacli ‘cheeR7@ large brown patch or 
_ spot, which is said oftegito remain through all the 
varieties: the legs §éllow* and strong, and the 
thighs, as in most'other birds of this tribe, well 
elothed with lengthened feat 
~~ Tt is*well known that ‘OF bi of the 
_ Falco vary more than most others’ in respect t 
size and plumage, according to their age ae 
“e sh gil ecard sagen sé ee) 2 
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erous varieties, 7 and these,*having often been 
stibed_as distiA@ct species, have caused mach 
usion in ornithological: works. 

Falcon is a native of the temperate ahs 
ev parts of Europe, frequenting rocky, moun- 
tainous, and wooded regions, and preying 
various birds as well as on the smaller pie Ase 
generally darting perpendicularly downwards with 
great violence on its victim. It builds in the 
hollows of rocks exposed to the South; usually 
laying its eggs about the close of winter, or very 
early in the spring: these are*often four. in num- 
ber, and are white, spotted with brown, So rapid 
is said to be the growth of the young, that in the 
space of three months they equal the parents, in 
size, 








The Varieties of this species are thus summed 
up by Monsieur Daudin, in his work entitled 
Traité elementaire et complet d’ Ornithologie. 


1. White-Headed Falcon. With the head, neck, 
and breast white, with small — spots. 


2. JVhite Falcon. Entirely white, emt a fps 
indistinct yellowish spots, 


Are Black Fatcon, Upper part of head and. 
beck blackiah-browns under parts of the bird 
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pari 4, Spotted Falcon* Wings spotted with white 
no “parts white, sated it on: bill 
ba + colar es yl | 
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8. Brown Falcon. Body brown, with dee 
spots above, and white with brown spots beneath, 
those on the breast lanceolate. 


6. Reddish Falcon. Differs from the Common 
Falcon in having black and reddish spots. 


7. Red Indian Falton. Cinereous-brown above; 
wing-coverts and under parts reddish-fulvous: tail 
marked with semicircular black and ash-coloured 
bars. ‘ 


8. Italian Falcon. Head and neck tawny, with 
ferruginous lines oF streaks: breast brown, with 
ferpuginous specks: end of the wings marked with 
round white spots’ legs yellow. 


9, Sacre Falcon. This, which Buffon conceives 
to be a variet the Lanner, Monsieur Daudin, 
with Monsieur Brisson, considers as a variety of 
‘the'Common Falcon. Length two feet: bill and 
ceré blue: back, wing-coverts, and breast, spotted 
with brown: tail marked with crescent-shaped 
spots: legs blue. To this, as a farther variety, 
should be added the American Sacre of Mr. 
Pennant, measuring twenty-two inches in length, 
and three feet in breadth: irides yellow: head. 
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blue: throat white spotted with brown A 
e brown, thedeathers spotted and. repre ek . : 

| # ruginous; the spots not touching the shafts; — 
ls eath white, with Jongitudinal dark-brown spots: 

ill-feathets black-brown; margins and ends of 
the prime-oris white, transversly spotted within 
with pale ferruginous: smaller quill-feathers mark- ¥ 
ed. with” round spots on the outside. Inhabits 
the northern parts of America, and is called at 
Hadson’s Bay by the name of Speckled Partridge- 
Hawk. g 

10. Spotted Falcon. This, which is described 
and figured in the British Zoology, is of the size 
of a Buzzard,, with a black bill, and yellow cere 
and legs: irides pale yellow: crown and hind part 
of the neck white, spotted with light reddish brown: 
back and scapulars of the same colour, edged with 
white; quill-feathers dusky, edged with ash-colour: 
under side of the neck, breast,+belly, and thighs, 
white; the first, as well as the beginning of the 
breast, marked with a few rusty spots: rump white : 
middle tail-feathers marked by pretty numerous 
bars of white and deep brown; the rest with a 
lighter and darker brown: Jegs very strong. Two 
of these birds were shot near Longnor in Shrop- 
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